
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 With its fun-filled spot in the middle of the 

summer, the 4
th

 of July is a day celebrated like none 

other. It is a day that has long been filled with 

patriotism and pride. Americans hang their flags and 

adorn their houses with red, white, and blue. In towns 

and cities all across the country, people celebrate 

freedom with All-American activities, gathering 

together for cookouts, parades, and fireworks.  

And as they consider the prosperity, freedom, and 

privilege that citizens of this country have long-

enjoyed, songs like The Star-Spangled Banner and 

America the Beautiful cause people to swell with 

pride as they proclaim, “I’m proud to be an 

American!”   

Growing up in the heartland of America, July 4
th

 

has always been one of my favorite days of the year, 

even before it became my anniversary day.  

But I have to admit that there was a bit of conflict 

for me yesterday as I took my kids outside to hang 

our flag and put on our red, white, and blue. Perhaps 

you felt it, too. I wondered how much I should be 

celebrating a country whose moral standards are 

going in such a non-God-pleasing way. I wondered 

whether I should be teaching my children to fly the 

flag of a country whose government makes laws that 

go so clearly against the Bible. I wondered whether I 

could still wear my red, white, and blue and proclaim 

that “I’m proud to be an American. 

With conflicted conscience, I displayed my flag 

and put on my red, white, and blue tie today, but I 

have to admit that I was not proud to be an American 

this week as we saw our government’s Supreme 

Court impose same-sex marriage upon our nation in 

the way that it did. And if you are feeling that same 

way, – if you’re conflicted about your relationship 

with your country – it’s okay. Because nowhere in 

his Word does God tell us that we have to be proud 

of our earthly citizenship; nowhere does he promise 

that we will always have reason to be proud; nowhere 

does he command that we must agree with every 

decision made.  

In fact, there will be times when decisions are 

made, laws are enacted and bills are endorsed that the 

Christian can have legitimate concerns about the 

direction their country is headed. There are even 

God-pleasing ways that Christians can rightly show 

their disapproval and work for change.  

But here’s the trouble when that loss of pride 

comes; here’s the trouble when we wrestle with 

concerns and show our disapproval; it is often also 

accompanied by a loss of respect. And all too often, 

Christians show their disapproval for the government 

in very disrespectful ways. All too often, Christians 

attempt to work for change in very disrespectful 

ways.  We take that disappointment that we rightly 

feel and turn it into anger and rebellion.  

That disrespect can come out in a myriad of sinful 

ways, can’t it? Perhaps we voice our disrespect 

through the type of articles that we comment on and 

share on our Facebook pages and through our email 

forwards. Maybe we vent our anger and voice our 

rebellion in the messages that we speak around our 

family members and coworkers. Or maybe we show 

our rebellion in even more subtle ways, like no 

longer praying for our country and its leaders in the 

ways that God has called us to do.  

And when, through our thoughts, words and 

actions, we lose our respect for the government, there 

is a much bigger issue at hand for us as Christians.  

It is the issue that the apostle Paul brought up as 

he wrote to citizens of Rome in Romans 13.  

Speaking to Christians living in the capital city of the 

Roman Empire, the apostle Paul wrote these God-

inspired words, “Submit yourselves to the 

governing authorities…” Paul was writing to 

Christians who lived right under the nose of the 

corrupt, immoral, and ungodly Roman emperors; 

who lived under the thumb of a government that 

wanted to crush Christianity; a government which 

sponsored persecution of Christians; and what was 

his advice? “Submit. Respect. Serve. Live under 

them peacefully.” 

Why would Paul encourage such ongoing respect 

and submission to a government that so obviously 

had it wrong in the direction that they were heading? 

For this reason: “For there is no authority except 

that which God has established. The authorities 

that exist have been established by God.” The 

Christian’s motivation for respecting the government 

goes well beyond patriotism and pride; it goes way 

beyond protecting prosperity and avoiding punish-

ment; the Christian’s motivation for respecting the 

government has everything to do with their 

relationship with God.  
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Paul knew that the governments that exist in this 

world did not develop in a vacuum; they have come 

directly from God. And knowing that truth motivates 

Christians to be the first ones to submit and obey. We 

don’t obey simply out of allegiance to state. We don’t 

have pride simply because our country continues to 

bring us prosperity. We respect because God has 

called us to do so! 

And that brings us back to the bigger issue at 

hand, an issue that Paul raises as he continues in 

Romans 13, “Consequently, he who rebels against 

the authority is rebelling against what God has 

instituted.” When we lose our respect, and when we 

allow our words and actions to show that disrespect 

to the government under which we live, we aren’t 

just struggling against our government. Every sinful 

attitude that we harbor against the government is an 

attitude held against God. Every disrespectful word 

spoken against our leaders is a word spoken against 

God. Every act of sinful defiance against our country 

defies our God.  The much bigger issue is that when 

we disrespect our government, we are really 

struggling against our God. And Paul says that 

“those who do so will bring judgment on 

themselves.” 
With doubts about his plans, and criticisms of 

how he is choosing to carry out his will; by forgetting 

that he has established every government upon this 

earth; by not trusting that he has a purpose for every 

government that he allows to rule; Paul is clear, we 

are sinning against God in ways that deserve his 

punishment.  

When we find ourselves in the midst of that sinful 

struggle, we need to go back to God’s Word and be 

reminded of what our God can accomplish through 

the governments that he has established.  

To do that, go back to Rome; to that government 

that certainly would not illicit pride in any child of 

God; to those rulers whom children of God would 

strongly disagree with; and look at what God 

accomplished through them. God used the peace and 

order of Rome to bring Mary and Joseph to the small 

town of Bethlehem for a census, and there Jesus 

would be born in fulfillment of the Old Testament 

prophecies. God used the worst of Roman pride and 

punishment to defeat sin, death, and the devil as Jesus 

was nailed with the world’s sin on a Roman cross.  

God used the structure of Rome to take his Word and 

apostles out on roads and travel routes that extended 

throughout the world.  

As many children of God disrespected the Roman 

government and hoped and prayed for its fall, God 

used that same government for the world’s eternal 

good. God used that government to bring us the 

forgiveness that we need for our doubts and 

disrespect. What an awesome proof of God’s wisdom 

and power! What an awesome display of God’s love! 

As we look back at what God was able to do for 

us and for the world through the government of 

Rome, may it enable us to look at our government 

now through a different lens.  

“Submit yourselves to the governing authorities.” 

For so long, those words have been fairly easy to 

follow for people who are at the same time Christians 

and Americans. As we move forward under a 

government that seems intent on going away from 

God’s Word, our challenge will increase, but our 

command will not change. God calls us to respect the 

governing authorities, and so that is what we will 

resolve to do as Christian people.  

 We will respect because our government has 

been established by God.  

 We will respect because, even if it is in a 

way that we can’t see, our government is 

accomplishing God’s purpose, which is 

always for our good.  

 We will respect, while also standing 

resolutely for the truth of God’s Word.  

 And through it all, we will continue to pray 

for God’s guidance and care, asking him to 

bless us and the USA. Amen.   

 

 

 


